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“Why? Making Sense of God’s Will” 
Romans 8:28, 35, 37-39, John 3:16 

!
One of my favorite stories in the Old Testament is the story of 
Joseph in Genesis.  His life story is full of ups and downs and the 
Bible says “the Lord was with Joseph.”   
!
Joseph was one of the 12 sons of Jacob.  He was the second 
youngest son of Jacob and was born from Jacob’s favored wife, 
Rachel.  Jacob loved Joseph best of all the other sons and gave 
him a special beautiful robe to him, which made other brothers 
jealous of him.  Joseph had two dreams and told about them to 
his brothers and parents.  Both dreams meant that his parents and 
siblings would all bow down before Jacob.  That made his 
brothers even angrier towards Joseph.  One day when Joseph 
approached his brothers in the field, they captured Joseph and 
threw him into a pit.  Later he was sold to Ishmaelite traders and 
taken to Egypt. In Egypt, the traders sold Joseph to Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.  
!
In Egypt, his life was like a roller coaster.  Since the Lord was with 
him and blessed him, first he became the head of Potiphar’s house 
hold.  Then, Potiphar’s wife made a false accusation against 
Joseph that he had made a sexual advance over her and Joseph 
was sent to prison where the king’s prisoners were held. 
!
There the Lord was with Joseph and he started to flourish again.  
The chief jailer put Joseph in charge of all the other prisoners and 



over everything that happened in the prison.  He interpreted the 
dreams of two Pharaoh’s servants in the prison and things turned 
out just as Joseph had interpreted them.  When the Pharaoh was 
bothered by the dreams he had, Joseph was called before the 
Pharaoh from the jail and interpreted the dreams.   
!
The Pharaoh placed Joseph in the highest position in Egypt and 
had him direct his country to prepare for the next 7 years of 
prosperity and the following 7 years of great famine.    For the 
first 7 years Joseph collected the abundant crops grown all over in 
Egypt and stored them all in the granaries, which overflew.   After 
those prosperous 7 years, the 7 years of famine started to set in.  
People from all over from Egypt and from surrounding lands came 
to Joseph to purchase grain from him. 
!
Among those who came from the surrounding lands were Joseph’s 
brothers, who suffered severe famine and were sent by their 
father to purchase grain for his family.   
Though Joseph noticed his brothers, who came before him, his 
brothers couldn’t recognize Joseph, who now became the most 
important person in Egypt after Pharaoh.  After some dramatic 
encounters, Joseph finally confined with his brothers that he was 
Joseph, who had been sold to Egypt by them.  As his brothers 
became afraid that Joseph would revenge them for selling him to 
the traders, Joseph said, “God has sent me here to keep you and 
your families alive so that you will become a great nation.  Yes, it 
was God who sent me here, not you!” 
!



Joseph invited all his family from the land of Canaan including his 
elderly father, Jacob, to live in Egypt for the rest of their lives. 
When Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers became afraid that now 
Joseph might pay them back for all the evil they had done to him. 
So they sent words to Joseph:  “…we, the servants of the God of 
your father, beg you to forgive us.”  When his brothers came and 
bowed low before him, Joseph said, “Don’t be afraid of me.  Am I 
God, to judge and punish you?  As far as I am concerned, God 
turned into good what you meant for evil.  He brought me to the 
high position I have today so I could save the lives of many 
people.”  
!
Some people may say, “Everything happens for a reason” when we 
look at Joseph’s life.   I do not, however, take that position, for 
that would place God as the one who bring evil or intend evil to 
bring out good in the end.  I would like to believe, however, that 
God would work hard trying to bring goodness out of evil, to 
redeem the bad, horrible situation. 
!
Why bad things happen to good people?  Why do such things 
happened to me?  Why? Why? Why?   Sometimes we are caught by 
or seized by Whys.  When that happens, I hope that we would 
direct our “Whys” to God, who can handle our anger, rebellion 
and frustration. 
!
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  said a psalmist in 
the Old Testament.  Jesus uttered them to God on the cross.   
!



If you would like to wrestle with the question of “Why,” I would 
like to recommend this book, “Why?  Making Sense of God’s Will” 
by Adam Hamilton.    
!
In this book Hamilton tries to answer our question, why, and tries 
to make sense of God’s will.  He presents us with three main 
ideas: 
!
1. How we can reconcile belief in a loving and powerful God with 
the suffering in our world. 
2. That our lives are less like a script and more like a blank book 
where the remaining chapters are yet to be written –  God’s desire 
is to lead us and to collaborate with us in pursuing God’s plan for 
our lives. 
3. That God walks with us through difficult times, uses us to care 
for one another in the midst of suffering, and forces evil and 
suffering to serve God and bring about good. !
This congregation suffered and underwent very difficult times for 
years.  I would like to believe that God was there with you all in 
your struggles.  And I would like to believe that God is still 
working very hard to bring about some good out of your struggles 
and sufferings and to bring you to a high place. May we offer our 
open hands to God so that God may guide and lead us to the high 
place where God would like us to be. !
Let us hear the words from the Bible.   



“As far as I am concerned, God turned into good what you meant 
for evil.  He brought me to the high position I have today so I 
could save the lives of many people.” (Gen. 50:20) !
“We know that God makes everything work together for the good 
of those who love God and have been called according to God’s 
purpose.” (Rom. 8:28) !
“Yet in all this we are more than conquerors because of God who 
has loved us.  For I am certain that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, neither 
heights nor depths—nor anything else in all creation—will be able 
to separate us from the love of God that comes to us in Christ 
Jesus, our Savior.”  (Rom 8:37-39) 
!
!


