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God Wants All of You 

by Bill Morse !
In today’s reading from Luke, a man says to Jesus “Tell my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with me.” Now Jesus could have said “Well, what does the will say, 
or who is the eldest, or do you have a good lawyer.” But, Jesus says “Take care!” Take 
care because we are dealing with something far more precious than the inheritance. 
Jesus said “Take care! Be on your guard!” Not be on your guard that you may lose your 
inheritance, but be on your guard because you may lose something infinitely more 
valuable. Jesus said “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for a 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” In the 1929 stock 
market crash, some investors jumped out of windows when they learned that they had 
lost everything. However, they really lost everything when they traded God’s love for 
the love of money. Money is not the problem – love of money is the problem. You shall 
love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength. !
Jesus then told a parable. The land of a rich man produced abundantly. The man was 
already rich. The rich man said “I will say to my soul: soul, you have ample goods laid 
up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry”. Compare this with 
today’s reading from Psalm 107: 
 “Hungry and thirsty their soul fainted within them. 
 Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, 
 And the Lord delivered them out of their distresses.” 
 They did not have ample goods laid up for many years, but they had something 
  much more valuable. They had faith in God. !
The rich man said “I will say to my soul: soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years.” Jesus said “a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
God said to the rich man in this parable “You fool!” It ain’t good when God calls you a 
fool. Samuel said in his great farewell address: “Serve the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not turn aside after useless things that can not profit or save, for they are 
useless.” You can not serve two masters, so chose who you will serve. Serve God, and 
do not turn aside after useless things that can not profit or save, for they are useless. !
Jesus concludes the parable: “So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves, but are not rich toward God.” Our God is a jealous God. What does this 
mean? It means that God doesn’t want part of you. God wants all of you. He wants all 
your love. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength.” All means all. Lay it all out. Don’t hold anything 
back. !
From today’s reading of the letter of Paul to his friends in Colossi: “If then you were 
raised with Christ, seek the things which are above, where Christ is sitting at the right 
hand of God.” You have been raised with Christ. Christ died and now is risen. 



!
In 1992 we had a wonderful woman teaching the high school class of our Sunday 
School by the name of Ruth Lombardy – a great saint of the Lord. She went into the 
hospital with cancer. Sara was the Sunday School superintendent. She said “I don’t 
know who I can get to replace her”. I said I would do it until she could find someone 
else. 1992 was the year Justin Hoag was born. He’s now in college, and I’m still 
teaching Sunday School. Anyway, for Easter, the curriculum said to read the 
resurrection story in the four gospels, and notice that they are all different. This was 
a shock to me; I had always read them separately. They are different. Most people 
don’t see this as a big problem, but I’m a physicist, and physicists don’t ignore 
inconsistencies. I prayed: “which story should I teach”. The answer came back “I did 
indeed rise from the dead.” Now this wasn’t the question I had asked, but it was 
exactly what I was bothering me. Then I realized that obviously if He was talking to 
me, He must have risen! Then He said: “The details are not important, teach the one 
that most moves your spirit.” !
Paul continues: “Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is your life, is revealed, then you will also be revealed with Him in glory.” In other 
words, if you lose all your investments, if you lose your health, if you lose all your 
friends, well, rejoice! Rejoice! For you will be revealed with Christ in glory. You will 
be revealed with the one you love will all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength in glory. Rejoice! A man is more than the sum of his possessions. !
Paul continues in his letter to his friends: “Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is 
earthly: fornication, impurity, passions, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry.  The 
second commandment forbids idolatry, “for I the Lord your God am a jealous God.” 
God wants all of you. He wants all your love. Do you love money more than God? 
That’s idolatry. Do you love sin more than God.? That’s idolatry. “On account of these, 
the wrath of God is coming.” For our God is a jealous God. !
Paul continues: “You must get rid of all such things – anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
abusive language, lies.” Instead put on the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, and self-control. Did the rich 
man in Jesus’ parable get more love from his wealth? More joy, more peace, more 
patience, more kindness, more goodness? How much money would you give for more 
love, for more joy, for more peace in your life? For more patience, for more kindness, 
for more goodness? !
You can not serve two masters, and you can not out give God. Chose this day who you 
will serve; chose love, chose God. Don’t serve idolatry. Chose the God of love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness. Do not turn aside after useless 
things that can not profit or save, for they are useless. Serve God with all your heart, 
for he wants all of you, for our God is a jealous God. Amen.


