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“Day by day
continuing with one
mind in the temple,
and breaking bread
from house to house,
they were taking
their meals together
with gladness and
sincerity of heart.” (Acts 2:46)

Church Office Hours
Tuesday – Thursday, 9am – 12pm
(Please call before coming)
Pastor: Rev. Lydia Han
Office Coordinator: John Hannon
Office Assistant: Nancy Thomas
Minister: All the Members
Lay Leader: William Morse
Lay Servants: Tom Bracken,
William Morse, Scott Munson,
Danna Prather Davis
Council Chairperson: William Morse
Worship: Ellen Horn
Outreach: Carolyn Holtz
Christian Education: William Morse
Weekday Education: Angela Slawinski
United Methodist Women: Sara Morse
United Methodist Men: William Morse
Staff Parish Relations: Patty Munson
Finance Chair: Carolyn Holtz
Treasurers: Barbara Pannhurst, Pat Schultz,
Jennifer Lawlor
Financial Secretary: Ellen Horn
Fiddlers Green: Denise Gregory,
Jennifer Lawlor

Dear Friends,
I am so thankful to meet you through
this newsletter. Since I came to the church
in July, I have witnessed so many graceful
and joyful events around us. The picture
above is from Anna, one of our church
members that shows us one of the joyful
events. Anna hosts a Bible study every
Monday at her home. When I found out that
she was baking some bread for the church, I
started asking her some questions and found
out why she has been hosting the Bible
study for the past 15 years. She said
"Methodist Church" is known for sharing

foods. When she was a little girl, she found
the joy of waiting at the church suppers. She
said, "Our church used to have all kinds of
suppers all the time". I thought to myself, no
wonder why there were more people in the
church. She continued and answered all my
questions. She said her church became an
essential part of her life as a church family.
When she was going through many difficult
times, the church was always there for her.
People at the church became more than
friends. People became like a loving family
as they shared their life together. She also
said food is an important part of gathering.
She remembers a member jokingly saying,
"if it weren't for all these choco-chip cookies
and desserts, we wouldn't come."

and keep you safe with this joyous season as
you get together with your church and with
one another from house to house! In Christ
Jesus, I pray daily!

From her, I learned the ways of her
and her church friends meeting house to
house and breaking meals together and
supporting one another through the lifetime.
And the ways she bonded with her friends,
like one family, keeps her with the joy of
hosting her friends for the weekly Bible
study still after fifteen years. This story
reminds me of one verse from the Bible
(Acts 2:46) describing the first vital church
where people got their names, "Christians." I
am so thankful to witness the Bellport UMC
following these beautiful traditions,
breaking their meals together with gladness
and sincerity of hearts, just like those early
Christians.
We are entering into a season of feasts
with friends and families during many
holidays, and you can even make it more
joyful by joining the church. If you have not
been able to join a group of church
Christians, this is a proper time to join one.
Please check out the photos below and see if
you can come and join some of these joyful
friends and joyful times. May God bless you

“Church Picnic” We had our picnic at the
church. Many thanks for all your support!

“Revival at the Park”
We joined the Revival at the Park with many
other churches. We should have a fall Revival
soon!

"Baby Shower" I know three new
grand/babies were born around us; two in
Maureen and Mary's home and one in my home.
And more on the way. So please send a name, a
photo, and the address to the church. You will
get some gifts or a baby shower like I had.

“Small Groups with Alpha Course’ Leaders
prepared for the course. It is fun to join them on
Sundays at 11 AM. at the church or Tuesday at
7 PM on Zoom

"Quilters" meet every Friday morning, and
here is a baby gift from one of the quilters,
Barbara D.

“Back to Sunday School”
In September, we prepared for the Sunday
School with their books, supplies, and snacks.
The Sunday school started with a back to
church party and the blessings of backpacks.

"Sunday Service" at 9: 30 AM. Thanks to
lovely and dedicated people. Rain or shine, they
make the weekly worship! You can join the
Choir, the Bell Choir, or just come, sit back and
enjoy the special music at The All Saints Day &
Halloween Sunday (10/31), Thanksgiving
Sunday (11/21) and Christmas Sunday (12/19),
and Christmas Eve (12/24, 4:30, and 8:30 PM)

“Private Services and Pastoral Counseling at
your own places” Please call the pastor or the
church office. 646-464-2215

"Memorial Services" for Helen Spencer (8/5),
Ruth Hallock (8/28), Marilyn McKeown(9/11)
were served graciously. Don't hesitate to get in
touch with the church office if you have any
questions. bellportumc@optimum.net
(631) 286-0525

"Coffee Hour" Join the church after Sunday
Worship and enjoy the conversations and
goodies! For coffee hour ideas, parties and
donations, please get in touch with June
Beuttenmuller.

"Community Service" is welcomed at the
Bellport UMC. This fall, Bellport High School
students are having their internship here!
For more information, please get in touch with
the pastor. lydia.han@nyac-umc.com

"Teatime or a Potluck with friends” What a
joyful time that you can join. Do you want to
know how to organize? Ellen H. can help us.

“Women’s Bible Study” on Mondays at 7 PM.
at Anna McClure’s home. All women are
invited.

“Morning Daily Bible & Healing Prayers”
at 6: 30 AM on Zoom.

Preschool News

A new school year has begun!
Our church family welcomes all our
staff, children and families for a
year of learning and growing
together.
We now have a license and are
able to extend our hours. Presently
some children come by 8:30 and
stay until 1:00. Our hope is to meet
the needs of our families and
provide a happy, safe place to learn
and grow.

Our Preschool was not
granted the UPK class this year.
We have a smaller private pay class
of 4-year-olds who are engaged in
many great learning
experiences. They are learning
about friendship, what makes them
special, manners and classroom
rules. The children and teachers
are having fun matching their new
friends with their baby photos.
We are happy to welcome our
new teacher for the 3-year olds,
Miss Katelynn. Katelynn has
created many fun learning
experiences as the children adapt
to being in a classroom setting and
making new friends by showing
kindness. Finger painting is a big
hit with the 3-year-olds!
Our Preschool Director, Ms.
Paola, is also teaching our toddler
class each morning. Coming to
Preschool is a big step for many
children. It is easier when
surrounded by warm nurturing and
songs throughout the morning that
help the students transition to new
activities and learn.
Please keep our Preschool in
your prayers throughout the year.
May they all continue to be safe as
they learn, play, and grow together.
-Patty Munson

When I first met Pastor Lydia,
she asked me if I knew Linda from
Alpha USA, who she knew from her
previous church. I said yes, very well,
from Alpha Long Island, which I was
on when we were doing Alpha here
in the early 2000s.
Pastor said "Lets do Alpha
here!" After we made the
announcement, Celia came to me
and said they were church
shopping, and one of her
requirements was a church doing
Alpha! As usual, the Holy Spirit was
doing all the work - we were just
showing up.
~Bill

From Celia Bilfinger,
Alpha Course Leader
"I love Alpha because it presents the
Gospel clearly, joyfully and
universally. I love that you hear
testimonies from prisoners,
criminals, addicts, Pentecostals,
Baptists, Catholics, Anglicans; all
telling how Jesus loves them and
changed their lives. I have found
that it is an easy and effective way
to share my faith. I encourage
everyone to attend Alpha and
experience it for themselves."

Agent for Change
A cartoon depicts a man at a
podium firing up a crowd. “Who wants
change?” he shouts. You can almost
hear the excitement and urgency. “We
do!” the listeners cry, all raising their
hands.
But the next frame features a
follow-up question: “Who
wants to change?” The audience is
silent and somber, with their hands
down.
The gospel Jesus announced and
lived out promises monumental
change: life instead of death, healing
from sickness, hope to replace despair,
peace and justice instead of war and
oppression. Although God could wave
his hand and make the world perfect,
he chooses to work through humans.
That means we must be willing to
change too.
Change can be scary, but God’s
newness will so transform the world —
and us — that we’ll never miss our old,
broken reality.

-Heidi Mann

Hello BUMC Congregation,
Peace and good health to all of
you! Pastor Lydia thought I should
share this with you!!!
On Saturday Aug. 28th my
daughter Danielle got married. Dani
(and her sister Mary) grew up in our
church. Dani was four when we started
attending. Dani went through all the
years of Sunday School, Christmas
pageants, youth, etc., etc., etc. The
wedding was a wonderful time.
The Ceremony/reception was
outside at the farm Danielle and
Andrew live on! They said their vows
on the "Big Rock" in the garden. Perfect
weather! Family and friends from OR,
CA, IA, SC, NC, MD, NJ, NY, VT and
of course RI! Father Daughter dance
was to Jimmy Buffets – “A Pirates Look
At 40” (I sung this song to the girls as a
lullaby many, many times). Play list was
fabulous, and the food - All the lobster
you could eat (Andrew is a lobsterman),
Chicken, burgers, dogs, vegan, so many
salads, three perfect homemade
wedding cakes, Lemonade, Big Jars of
margaritas, beer, wine, soda (Cheerwine
was a hit), dancing the night away, and
oh yea -"The One Chip Challenge"
(That’s another story).
A lot of love there on that
beautiful Saturday! Had fun in set up a

couple days before, during rehearsal
dinner, pool party/cookout at our Air
B&B on Thursday, and Monday.
Yippee - I have a Son-In-Law!!!!!! It was
sooooo much fun – a wonderful happy
day!!!!!!!! (If you would like to see the
Photo log web site-let me know!)

Peace and love
Michael Bilecki

Thanksgiving Collection
November 21st.
This year our Thanksgiving
“food” collection will be
monetary. Outreach felt it would
be the best way to help our
neighboring food pantries and be
easier than shopping for the
congregation.
Please mail your check or put
it in the collection plate made
payable to: Bellport United
Methodist Church
by Sunday November 21st.
Please mark the memo line
“Thanksgiving Food Collection”.
We will then send checks to:
St. Joseph the Worker
St. Vincent de Paul (Mary
Immaculate)

Warm Fuzzies
We will be collecting new gloves,
children's mittens, scarves, hats
and socks on Sunday, December
5th for our annual Warm Fuzzies
campaign.
ONLY NEW ITEMS!
These items will be
distributed to The Boys and Girls
Club.
A basket will be provided in
the sanctuary.
For more information,
contact Anna McClure at 631286-1172.

BELLPORT UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

PRESENTS THE ANNUAL

In lieu of our traditional
Adopt a Family program, we will
have a monetary collection that
will be split between the two
food pantries.
We have decided to forgo
the gift giving and gift cards this
year. Food pantries have been in
dire need this year and are
serving many more people.
Please donate by Sunday,
December 12th and note
“Christmas Food Collection” on
the memo line of your check.
Many thanks from your
Outreach Team.
For further information,
contact Carolyn Holtz at 631286-4236

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021
10AM – 3PM
 Handmade Crafts & Chocolates

 Baked Goods 
 Visit with Santa 
 Local Crafters

Sponsored by the United Methodist
Women
For further information call:
Carolyn Holtz at 631-286-4236
Sara Morse at 631-286-1712
Ellen Horn at 631-286-8827


185 South Country Road, Bellport, NY
11713
 www.umcbellport.org

There are not
words heartfelt
enough to
express our
sincerest
appreciation
for all that was
given to and
done for us in honor of our beloved
Mom and Nanny.
In her death as in her life, this
church embraced her, and all of us with
prayers, food, concern, food, cards,
food, phone calls, food and love.
We have many acknowledgments
to send and we will, but we wanted to
take this opportunity to thank you as a
congregation.
A very special thank you to
Pastor Lydia for your loving words and
comforting service. Anna, Ellen, Patty
and Scott for touching our hearts with
their beautiful voices; John for the
program and for being that warm, joyful
voice on the other end of the phone.
To all of you who attended the
wake or the service, how blessed we are
for having all of you in our lives.

Wishing You Peace
The family of Helen Spencer

Prayers and strength for
~Tilly Austin ~
The Caim Family ~Mark &
Lois Barton~ Donna &
Carl Catandella ~ Joseph Allan Harder
~The Hoag Family ~ Caryl MacDougall
~ Blake & Elaine Lawlor ~ Gianna &
Kaylee Martinez ~ Susan Payne ~
Anna McClure ~ Kristin Quatrale~
(waiting for a kidney transplant) ~
for Barbara Downs and family ~ Justin
Schultz ~ Ann Stonebridge ~ Marie
Keller ~ Janet VanderZalm and family ~
Dorothy Vogel ~ Trudi Wiesen~ for the
revival of our Church.

THE CORNER OF
BREWSTER & MAIN
THE FIDDLER’S
GREEN THRIFT SHOP
Open Tuesdays, Fridays, and
Saturdays
10am to 4pm – Call 631-286-0746

Ministry Opportunities: If you are
interested in taking part in any of the
following ministries, please contact
the person listed.
-- Hospitality: Coffee Fellowship:
June Beuttenmuller (631-286-2045).
Currently there is a sign-up sheet in
the Gathering area as well.
-- Thrift Shop: Anna McClure (631-2861172). Volunteering once a month or
more at the Thrift Shop.
--Prayer Shawl: Barbara Downs
(631-475-0141),
Lillian Muttit (307-9061). Knitting or
crocheting for the healing of others.
-- Outreach: Carolyn Holtz
(631-286-4236)
Helping to help others.
-- Loveline: Anna McClure
(631-286-1172)
Preparing food for families in our
church that are experiencing a crisis.
--Church Office: Church office
(631-286-0525)
Assisting with special mailings,
distributing flyers, folding
bulletins/newsletters or phones.
--Building Use: John Hannon
(631-286-0525) Facilitating the
comings and goings of people using
our buildings for private events.

The Ways to Connect to Church at
Home
Zoom Conference at
home https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6312
860525?pwd=QmppL3BxemJUZjZHc
0lTMmk4TE5iQT09
(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 631 286
0525# & Password: 11713
Facebook Live
Stream https://www.facebookcom/bell
portmethodist.church.5

